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From the Principal’s Desk

At this point in the year the days and weeks start
to fly by. There is so much to try to fit in during
the last months of the school year!

We have a lot to look forward to. Our first
annual “Mom to Mom” sale is scheduled for
Saturday, May 15. We are looking for vendors,
shoppers, and helpers. There is a sign up sheet
on the main bulletin board. Spread the word!

On behalf of Burlington Hydro, “Electricity
Safety & Conservation” will come to the school
the morning of May 26, for a special
presentation. A letter is attached to this
newsletter.

The staff are busy writing report cards, which
will be sent home on May 14. The following
week you are invited to attend our annual

“Parents’ Day Tea” (see details elsewhere).

That evening (May 20) and the following
morning (May 21) are set aside for Parent
Teacher Interviews. We encourage ALL
parents to sign up. If you have questions or
concerns, this is a great chance to voice them.
Even if you don’t, this is a good time to share
information with your child’s teacher.

Volunteer hours are due in to the office this
month! Let us know (in writing) how many
hours you have contributed in which areas.
Cheques will be returned to those families who
have completed 10 hours during the year.
Remaining cheques will be deposited June 1,
with pro-rated amounts returned according to the
number of volunteer hours completed.

Our students have something new to look
forward to each Monday morning. Sister
Doreen, a former teacher, and one of the School
Sisters of Notre Dame, called to offer her
services, in whatever way she could be useful.
For now, she arrives at the school each Monday
morning, and spends about an hour listening to
children read to her. They thoroughly enjoy the
special one on one time, and eagerly await their
turn.

During the month of April, the interview
committee met with several of the 26 people who
applied for Mrs. Phyllis’ position. We
interviewed a number of well-qualified,
experienced individuals. In the end, we hired the
best person for the job: Mrs. Phyllis will be
returning after all!

One suggestion that has been proposed from
time to time is that the school offer a Toddler
Program. Given that we have a classroom
available in the mornings, it seemed a good time
to give the idea serious consideration. | have
been visiting different schools to observe their
programs. The next steps are to determine if
there would be enough interest to start up in
September, and then to advertise for a
Montessori trained teacher. The program would
be for children from 18 months to casa age. Are
you interested? Do you know someone who
might be? Please let me know.

Read the rest of the newsletter for more
information about all the end of year events.

Sue Reid-Kulpaka
Principal



Parents’ Day Tea

Parents are invited to join us the morning of
Thursday, May 20" at 10:30 to celebrate
mothers and fathers.

The performance will be at Notre Dame, in the
same room where in past years we have held our
Christmas concert. This gives us more space,
and allows our gym to be set up properly for
“tea” afterwards.

Each class will make a small presentation.
Following the performance you are invited back
to the school for tea and treats in the gym. Most
of these will have been made by the children.
Please complete the form elsewhere in this
newsletter if you are able to attend. This will
help us plan for numbers. Thank you.

Thank you to...

v’ Mrs. Barbara and her elementary class,
for raking the front garden and
removing all the leaves and sticks

v' Paul and April, for power washing the
playground in preparation for the Easter
Egg Hunt & Carnival

Montessori Moments

2 One of our casa students has been
informing us that next year he is going to
“French Aversion”.

> During a casual conversation with a casa
student one day, the 5 year old asked me:
“Madame Sue, what do you want to be
when you grow up?” When I
prevaricated, saying, “I’m not sure...”
he was quick to offer a suggestion:
“A teenager?”
(Now that sounds pretty good to me!)
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May Birthdays

Maximillian will be 7 on May 25.
Anissa will be 9 on May 25.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO BOTH OF YOU!

Scholastic Book Fair

As a result of last month’s book fair, staff
members were able to order a considerable
amount of books and materials for their
classrooms. What a treat! Lesley won the draw,
meaning that she chose $25 worth of books for
herself, and another $25 for her classroom.
Kristy won the volunteer draw.
Congratulations. Thank you to all the parents
who kindly donated books on the teachers’ wish
lists!

Dates to Remember

Parents’ Day Tea: Thursday, May 20, 10:30am
Mom to Mom Sale: Saturday, May 15,

8:00 —11:00am

Parent Teacher Interviews:

May 20, 4:00 — 8:00pm, and

May 21, 8:15am — 12:00 noon

Jump Rope for Heart: June 4

Graduation (children completing a three

year cycle: more information to follow):
Wednesday, June 9, 11:00

Play Day: Thursday, June 10, in the morning

PLEASE MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR
CALENDAR!

Parent / Teacher Interviews

Please remember to sign up for an interview time
to discuss your child's report. If you would
prefer, you may call the school to arrange a time.
Interviews will be scheduled from 4:00 - 8:00pm
on Thursday, May 20", and from 8:00am - 12:00
on Friday, May 21%. Childcare will be provided
for the duration of your interview until 5:30pm
on Thursday, and on Friday morning.




Mom.t

Saturday Magy 15", 2010
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
HAdmission: $2.00

Rent a tableg...Ponate items...
Comg and help...Come and shop!
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Il voluntger helpers and vegndors arg to
arriveg at 7:00 a.m. to set up gte. Ponations of
lightly used items will bg acegpted with
procgeds going dirgetly to WHS.

Il vgndors arg rgsponsiblg for packing up
and rgmoving any unsold itgms.

Tablg rgntals arg ong for $25.00 or two for
$40.00.

m-Sale!

A sign up sheet is posted on the community
bulletin board!

Kilometre Club News

The kilometre club is off again. Those who wish
may run at lunch time. Some days the children run
during gym, which gives even half day children an
idea of what this is all about.

Remember that each toe token represents 5
kilometres run, or 50 circuits of the playground!

Some of the highlights:

Cole, a casa student, is leading the pack this year in
the number of toe tokens earned: 7!

He is followed closely by Matteen with 5. Anissa
and Nolan each have 4.

Some of our very youngest students deserve special
mention for their efforts. Sam, a first year casa, has
earned two toe tokens! And one memorable day,
Michael, Jessica, and Thomas ALL ran 50 laps
during ONE lunch hour!

Graphs are posted weekly beside Mrs. Barbara’s
bulletin board; you can track our progress.

Great news! Once again this year, all our
summer camps will run as planned. We would
like to remind you that if you have a younger
child, and are unsure about signing him or her up
for a full week, you have the option of signing
up for a few full days, or for mornings only. We
would like to know ahead of time for planning
purposes, but if plans change as time goes on,
and you find you have a day (or a week) to fill,
you can enroll your child with 24 hours’ notice,
as long as space allows. (Leave a message on
the school phone.)

Please be considerate. The girls plan ahead.
Activities are organized and supplies (snack,
crafts etc.) are purchased based on the
number and ages of children attending each
week.

Please note:

1. Summer camps will be run by Emily and
Meredith Kulpaka. This is the sixth year
they have been running this camp
together.

2. Emily has completed her fourth year of
university, in a Concurrent Education
programme. Meredith has completed her
first year at Carleton University, where
she is studying International Business.
Both girls have extensive experience
working with children.

3. Friends from outside the school are
welcome.

4. Registration forms for all camps are
available in the office and online. The
link is:
http://waterdownmontessori.com/notices/
2010/summer-camps/



http://waterdownmontessori.com/notices/2010/summer-camps/
http://waterdownmontessori.com/notices/2010/summer-camps/

News from Mrs. Phyllis and Mrs. Judy

This week we have been studying the Senses.
Some practical demonstrations helped us to
better understand how our senses work. The
experiment below relates to the sense of hearing
and shows how sounds around us reach our ears.
After we tried the experiment in class, the older
boys and girls wanted to share the results with
everyone. They worked together to record what
we had done.

You can try this and other experiments at home
to explore your wonderful sense of hearing.

= ! -~
2. MEC AR - PAN o
., L
’S F‘»‘V N\ o oqhd
Pt the Plastic ovep 41,
.| =i g |
Y‘L"‘ { h("" \/';/“ 'J‘ |
band  aroy © PUE i
Put e (r \/c[é” The Plstic
X £ 2l '\Or 0 s ;
,[OI' close 1:”-'7','1 I .(\'.T) _Oﬁ] -hk

lq,rv |
Vl_') ] f( I‘; H‘i:\ M w “‘\"'I[,

C g O

[ 0% O
i . -
~——2 2000 7

K /

Mrs. Phyllis

News from Ms. Wyn and Mrs. Julie

After all these years, the workings of the child’s
mind still fills me with awe and wonder. One day
a boy in our class decided to put all the squared
chains together as he wondered how much they
would make. (That is to say 12 + 2°... + 102)
With great care all ten chains and their
corresponding tickets were laid out and the
counting began, with the help of a buddy.

Once all the chains were counted, the two boys
looked at each other with both satisfaction and
puzzlement. They realized that while they had
counted all the chains, each chain had its own set
numbers and total, with every chain starting over
again from one. Even though the chains told
them that 5% = 25 and that 9° = 81, for example,
they still didn’t know how much they were in
total.

After much thought, and a bit of prompting, it
was determined that with the help of the stamp
game, they could add all the chain totals together
to get the answer. Both boys were quite satisfied
with the process and the answer, which, by the
way is 383.

This was such a rewarding experience as a
teacher. No child, in my experience, has ever
thought of doing such a thing. This is the true
essence of Montessori. The environment is set up
in such a manner as to allow for independence,
creative thought and experimentation. The
materials are there for the children to explore.
What a joy it was to see curiosity take the lead.

Ms. Wyn



Casa French

The children will work with picture books, word
cards, short sentences, reciting the alphabet and
short story books throughout the month of May.
The five year olds are showing a great deal of
interest in reading French words from various
books and posters. One book called “Hic! fait
1’¢1éphant” was enjoyed by all the students
because of the repetitive style of the story and
the element of surprise along with a comical
ending. The children wanted it read more than
once. Words learned from this book included:
dormir (sleep), se réveille (waking up), étourdi
(dizzy), and tapage (noise).

We will be learning the action movement activity
“Simon fait” using the children’s names. As
each child will act out a different movement, it is
a fun way to learn new words. Also “C’est le
printemps”, “Il fait beau”, “Il fait soleil”, are
some of the sentences we will practice this
month.

The May/June program is available in the French
room.

Madame Grace

Elementary French

The first and second years have chosen to work
on a play, and settled on “Les Trois Petits
Cochons” (The Three Little Pigs) as their final
choice. The script was reworked several times,
first to add a speaking part for the pigs’ mother,
and then to include a merchant. There was a
lively debate about how to end the story; whether
to keep the version we were using or to make
some changes. There were some major
differences of opinion, but in the end we reached
a consensus. The play will be performed at the
Parents’ Day Tea.

The third year group will soon be completing
their textbook. They have been introduced to
some challenging grammar work.

As a treat, all three groups enjoy setting up the
“Playmobil” figures, and are working hard to use

the French they know as they manipulate them.

Madame Sue

News from the Elementary Classroom

On Thursday, April 22, the elementary class was
invited to see a special performance of the play
“Anne” (based on the beloved Anne of Green
Gables story), performed by the Village Theatre
of Waterdown. The children were very
enthusiastic about what they had seen, as is
evident in the following selection of their
“reviews”.
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Electricity Safety & Conservation

On behalf of Burlington Hydro, Electricity Safety & Conservation is pleased to offer electrical safety &
Conservation presentations to elementary school students in grades JK through Grade 8. This note is provided as
an overview of what this program entails.

Generally, our presentations deal with electrical safety & conservation in the schools and home, and outdoors
around utility poles, towers and substations. We take the opportunity to touch on other general safety and
conservation issues as well.

The program is designed for two age groups: JK-grade 4 and grades 5-8. The students in grades JK-4 meet “Wires”
the safety puppet and learn 15-20 safety & conservation messages that they are able to take home to their parents.
The students receive a word search & colouring sheet of “Wires”.

The grade 5-8 presentation goes into electrical safety & conservation issues in more detail. We talk about electrical
hazards in the home, the dangers within electrical substations, and what to do if they are in a car accident involving
a utility pole and power line. We talk about challenges and dares that students may have with each other, and
share some serious accidents that have happened to young people who acted on a dare. We explain different
kind’s energy and the costs and were they might come from. We show the students different items in the home that
consume energy when not in use and how to avoid this. These students also receive quiz sheets.

To reinforce our safety messages; we use a variety of teaching aids. The main part of the demonstration is “High
Line Hazard”, an electrified display of a miniature town which shows 14 electrical accidents waiting to happen.
We also have many inventions that demonstrate the dangers of electricity, such as electrifying a dill pickle with 120
volts. This lights up a darkened room and demonstrates how dangerous electricity could be to our body if we got
an electrical shock.

As well we have a PowerPoint presentation to cover more then 35 messages on conservation, which relates to the
students of this age.

I'have been representing electrical utilities in Ontario since 1992. Each Electrical Safety & Conservation presenter
has at least 30 years experience in the electrical field, and has been trained to give consistent, high quality

presentations to the elementary schools we visit.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call.

Yours in Electrical Safety,

Wm. J Coakley

Wm.J. (Bill) Coakley

508 BEVERLY DRI VE NAG TBOUNR LAl L7R 3G6
PHONE: 905 333-8 2 2 9 A FAX:-53865 333
email: electrical safety@vahoo.ca



mailto:electrical_safety@yahoo.ca

The Terra Project -
Montessori Adolescent Program Development in
The Greater Toronto Area

In the fall of 2008, a group of parents and the administrators of a school in the Mississauga,
Ontario area met to discuss the planes of development as a part of a parent education program
at the school. Out of this discussion came the realization for a few of those parents that very
often, Montessori education in Ontario ceases at the end of upper elementary. Filled with the
excitement of the learning from the evening, two parents, Nikki Ide Cinanni and Annette Sang,
along with the administrators, began a journey of research, thinking and exploring the idea of

t he AETr dki n ebased)prepaved engirodmam fdr the adolescent, and its potential for
development in Southern Ontario.

Since that day, two years later, a formal structure for the project has been developed for what
now is known as The Terra Project. A working group of parents and teachers remains the core
of the project. Nikki Ide Cinanni and Annette Sang act as directors and Asma Azmatullah, Maria
Salinas and Elisa Tucciarone volunteer their time to the project in the capacity of research and
development. This core group of women is supported by an advisory panel of Montessorians
from across Ontario, all of whom have many years of Montessori teaching and administrative
experience in Ontario and abroad. Additionally, some of these administrators are currently
running urban Montessori adolescent programs, providing the project with much needed insight
into adolescent programming here in Ontario.

To further ensure the success of this project, the working group has retained Mr. David Kahn of

the North American Montessori Teachers Association (NAMTA), as a consultant on this project.

He has taken this project on as a part of the Project 2012wor k. As NA Mjéct 2012t e s ,
is an eight-year plan, working with many schools, to consolidate and define a universal syllabus

or framework for ages 12-18 as suggested by Dr. Montessorio .

In December of 2009, David Kahn visited the Toronto region and delivered two very well

attended evening presentations on the Montessori approach to adolescent education. Both

evenings swelled with enthusiasm for the implementation of adolescent Montessori programs in

Ontario. This enthusiasm continues to drive the developmentof Th e Ter r awokkybatj ect 0 s
also that of new urban-based adolescent programs in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) (e.qg.

Humberside Montessori is opening their adolescent program in Sept. 2010).

It was al so dur i n dheMerraProfeatworking group identified &nld began
negotiations with the landowners of a 53 acre, historical farm property (that also houses an arts
and cultural centre), in an active farming area in North Oakville. The goal is to secure this site as
a potential start-up location for a part-time program for visiting urban adolescent programs that
are looking for a large land base to supplement their urban programs. Additionally, we would like
to offer this site to lower and upper elementary programs in the GTA as an opportunity to
enhance the elementary Montessori curriculum and to encourage the forward thinking of
students, parents and guides towards the outstanding benefits of a land-based program for
adolescents. We are working toward a goal of implementing this transitional program in the
2010-11 school year.



We are utilizing this phased-in approach, based on the advice of Mr. Kahn, given that in our
area, we do not currently have a large enough pool of upper elementary students from which to
draw in order to begin a full-time adolescent program on the land. This approach will allow the
development of a larger pool of potential students when we open the full-time program in three
to five years. If, for some reason, the number of potential students for a full-time program
increases in the near future and where funding becomes readily available, we would be thrilled
to implement a full-time program in a shorter timeframe.

The Terra Project working group has and will continue to consult with experts in many different
fields (e.g. Montessori education and training, regional planners, experts in the farming
community, local experts is history, geology, archaeology, astronomy, zoology, botany, visual
arts, etc.), to ensure that when the school is implemented, whether on a part-time or full-time
basis, it is providing the best prepared environment that we can for those adolescent students
who want to attend.

While the goal of The Terra Project is to plan for and implement a world-renowned, land-based
Montessori Adolescent program in the GTA, we do not want to stop here. It is our long-term plan
to complete the educational environment for the third plane by planning and implementing a
Montessori high school in the GTA.

For more information on this exciting project, please contact Annette Sang, Director, The Terra
Project at theterraproject@gmail.com or by phone at
(647) 402-2806.

The Terra Project

sori Education In Canada
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